
 

Proposed Revised Criminal Code Act of 2021: 

Significant Concerns of the 

U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of Columbia 

Structural Changes 

JURY TRIALS 

Expands the right to a jury 

trial in almost all 

misdemeanor cases, without 

first studying potential 

effects on court processes or 

jury service 

SECOND LOOK ACT 

Allows a person convicted 

of any offense—regardless 

of the person’s age at the 

time of the offense—to ask 

the court for a sentence 

reduction after 15 years of 

incarceration, before 

reviewing the impacts of a 

recent expansion that 

allowed younger people to 

ask for a sentence reduction 

DIVERSION 

Allows a judge to offer 

diversion—typically offered 

as an alternative to 

traditional prosecution in 

certain appropriate cases—

after a trial or guilty plea in 

all misdemeanor cases, 

which may create judicial 

inefficiencies and 

discourage participation in 

pre-trial diversion 

Penalty Changes 

CARJACKING AND 

ROBBERY 

Eliminates carjacking as a 

separate crime, classifying it 

as robbery, and reduces 

maximum penalty to 4 

years; 8 years if armed 

(carjacking currently has a 

minimum of 7 years; 15 

years if armed) 

Reduces maximum penalties 

for robbery, including if 

armed 

BURGLARY 

Reduces maximum penalties 

to 4 years for burglary of a 

home; 8 years if armed 

MANDATORY 

MINIMUMS 

Eliminates all mandatory 

minimums, including: 

30-year minimum for 

premeditated first degree 

murder (despite some 

minimum for first degree 

murder in every other state) 

5-year minimum for 

committing a crime of 

violence while armed with a 

firearm 

Offense Changes 

CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE 

Departs from long-standing 

District law by creating a 

defense to child sexual 

abuse if the defendant 

(mistakenly) thought the 

child was of legal age 

SEXUAL ASSAULT 

Requires proof that the 

defendant had a “sexual” 

intent to establish liability 

for certain sexual assaults,  

excluding instances where 

the defendant’s conduct is 

motivated by the desire to 

degrade, harass, or humiliate 

the victim, not by sexual 

desire 

FELONY MURDER 

Changes felony murder law 

to remove liability for an 

accomplice, limiting 

liability for a murder where 

multiple people commit a 

violent crime that results in 

a victim’s death and the 

evidence does not establish 

which person committed the 

lethal act 


