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Sarah Alexander, AIA, LEED AP BD+C • Principal
Ms. Alexander is a Principal Designer involved in numerous project types, including
residential, mixed-use, neighborhood revitalization, and international new town projects.
Ms. Alexander has extensive experience in the crafting of complex mixed-use urban infill
projects through all phases of design. Ms. Alexander is a leader in the firm’s entitlement
work, specializing in creating value for the client through innovative design solutions
that maximize the allowable density for the site. Her projects have received numerous
national awards, attesting to her ability to craft beautiful buildings that weave seamlessly
into their context.
Selected Project Experience
The Avec, Washington, DC - Following the District of Columbia’s investment of a
streetcar system running along H Street, this new mixed-use development features
384 residential units, 52,000 sf of retail, and 405 below grade parking spaces, bringing
vibrancy to the H Street corridor. The H Street façade has been carefully designed and
articulated to be consistent with the character and fabric of the H Street corridor.

Education
• Masters of Architecture, University of
Notre Dame, 2003
• Bachelor of Science in Architecture,
University of Maryland at College Park,
2001

Registration
• Registered Architect, District of Columbia,
2007
• LEED Accredited Professional, 2007

The Avec

Brooks and Vale, The Parks at Walter Reed, Washington, DC - This new mixed-use
building is located adjacent to two historic buildings at the north side of the site and
a historic Fire Station to the west. The building contains 301 apartments, 18,000 sf of
ground floor retail, and a connected 89-unit condominium building that is connected via
a below-grade 2-level garage. The project is designed to achieve LEED Silver certification.
Press House, Washington, DC - A collaboration between Torti Gallas and the New York
design firms AA Studio and Rockwell Group, this mixed-use complex brings upscale
sophistication to within walking distance of Washington’s Union Station. The project
includes 367 rental units, a 175-room hotel, 25,000 SF of office, 25,000 SF of retail,
below grade parking and 230 bicycle parking spaces, as well as state-of-the-art amenities.
360° H Street, Washington, DC - A new residential project that has transformed a
vacant site into a vibrant mixed use development along the City’s re-emerging H Street
Corridor. The new building includes 212 residential units over a 41,000 sf grocery store
and 5,000 sf of other retail, 270 below grade parking spaces. Amenities include a large
landscaped courtyard and a roof terrace with views of the Capitol.
RIA Block 7, Washington, DC - Torti Gallas is working with a developer client on RIA,
a new Planned Unit Development in Northeast Washington, DC that will be a catalyst
in the transformation and revitalization of this corridor of the City. The ﬁrst phase will
consist of a 200-unit aﬀordable housing building for seniors and a 131-unit mixedincome multi-family building. When completed RIA will provide a total of 1,760 new
residential units and more than 180,000 SF of neighborhood serving retail, including a
full service grocery.
10Eleven, Washington, DC - Bringing new vitality to the blighted corner of 11th and
M Streets in the Mt. Vernon Square neighborhood, this small infill, mixed-use project
replaced an existing parking lot. Located blocks from the DC Convention Center Metro
station the new building has 71 condominium units, 4,000 sf of retail, below grade
parking, and supports a multi-modal, urban lifestyle.
The Ladybird, Washington, DC - This new mixed-use project located in the Spring Valley
neighborhood of Northwest Washington, DC consists of a 202-unit apartment building
and a 16-unit condominium building. The Ladybird also provides the neighborhood with
a new 55,000 sf grocery store and over 300 below-grade parking spaces. The building is
designed to achieve LEED Gold certification.

Park Van Ness

Eckington Place

Park Van Ness, Washington, DC - A new 272 unit mixed-use development which has
become a catalyst for revitalization in the Van Ness neighborhood. 11 stories of prime
view residential units on the back overlook Rock Creek Park, while 6 stories on the front
maintain a sensitivity to the character of Connecticut Avenue. The project also includes
220 below grade parking spaces and 10,000 SF of neighborhood friendly retail.
Eckington Place, Washington, DC - a new mixed-use development in Northeast
Washington, DC offering a mix of 328 studio, 1- and 2-bedroom apartments with state-ofthe-art amenities and 8,300 sf of ground level retail. The building also includes 9 two-story
artists’ lofts in recognition of the displacement of local artists as more industrial parts of
the city have been redeveloped. These lofts are offered to artists earning less than 60% of
the area median income.The project is designed to achieve USGBC LEED Gold level
certification.
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Shane L. Dettman
PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND
Shane has extensive expertise in urban planning, land use, and zoning gained through over twenty
years of experience working in both the public and private sectors. He is currently the Director of
Planning Services at Holland & Knight LLP, Washington, DC office. Prior to that, Shane worked
at the National Capital Planning Commission (NCPC), the federal government’s central planning
agency in the National Capital Region. Shane is a former NCPC representative, and vice
chairperson, of the District of Columbia Board of Zoning Adjustment. He is currently an adjunct
professor teaching land use controls at the Georgetown University, School of Continuing Studies,
Master’s in Urban & Regional Planning program, and has been a guest lecturer on the topics of
urban policy and community development at American University.
EXPERIENCE
Holland & Knight LLP
Director of Planning Services (February 2015 – Present)
Responsibilities:
⋅ Prepare and manage developer applications for small- and large-scale planned unit
developments and zoning map amendments, zoning variances and special exceptions,
large tract reviews, street and alley closings, and historic preservation reviews.
⋅ Assist clients with all aspects of zoning entitlements, acquisition of building permits,
preparation and recordation of easements and covenants, and public space approvals.
⋅ Provide expert testimony in zoning and land use planning before the D.C. Zoning
Commission, Board of Zoning Adjustment, Historic Preservation Review Board,
Mayor’s Agent for Historic Preservation, Public Space Committee, and D.C. Council.
⋅ Advise clients on interpretation and application of development regulations and
approval processes.
⋅ Prepare detailed comprehensive plan, zoning, and land use analysis for purposes of
informing client property acquisition and entitlements.
Notable projects: Southwest Waterfront / The Wharf, McMillan Reservoir, Fannie Mae
headquarters, Square 701 Ballpark, Children’s National Research and Innovation Center
zoning map and text amendment, Barry Farm zoning map and text amendment.
National Capital Planning Commission (NCPC)
Director, Urban Design and Plan Review (June 2014 – February 2015)
Senior Urban Planner (May 2010 – June 2014)
Urban Planner (December 2001 – May 2010)
Responsibilities:
⋅ Serve as Director of NCPC Urban Design and Plan Review Division.
⋅ Advise staff and senior leadership, and public and private stakeholders on matters
related to urban design, long-range vision planning, master plan development,
regulatory conformance, zoning and land use, and planning policy.

Shane L. Dettman
⋅
⋅
⋅

Develop and execute policies within the Comprehensive Plan for the
National Capital
Guide staff toward effective management of projects of varying complexity throughout
the National Capital Region including fulfillment of required environmental and
historic preservation compliance.
Facilitate public outreach and collaborative problem-solving among public and private
entities with competing interests.

Notable projects: Monumental Core Framework Plan; Comprehensive Plan for the National
Capital; Old Post Office Rehabilitation; Intelligence Community Campus – Bethesda; Dwight
D. Eisenhower Memorial, Martin Luther King, Jr. Library Renovation.
District of Columbia Board of Zoning Adjustment
NCPC Representative / Vice Chairperson (September 2007 – September 2010)
AREAS OF EXPERTISE
Comprehensive planning / zoning and land use / environmental and historic preservation analysis
and compliance / public outreach and engagement / collaborative problem solving / negotiating
sensitive and competing interests.
EDUCATION
State University of New York at Buffalo
M.U.P. – Urban Planning
State University of New York at Buffalo
B.S. – Environmental Science
CREDENTIALS / SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS
⋅
⋅
⋅
⋅
⋅
⋅
⋅
⋅

Adjunct Professor, Land Use Controls, Georgetown University, Spring 2021
Federal and District Entitlements, ULI D.C. Young Leaders Group (2019, 2021)
D.C. Bar, Annual Real Estate Update (2018)
D.C. Zoning and Land Use Seminars (2016, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021)
Guest Lecturer, Urban Policy & Community Development, American University (2012, 2014)
National Environmental Policy Act, Duke University (2010)
National Historic Preservation Act – Section 106, ACHP (2010)

