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DDOT’s 2015 Traffic Safety Review  
Wisconsin Avenue NW/River Road NW/Whole Foods and Best Buy  

  
 
WHEREAS, the Traffic Engineering and Safety Team of the District’s Department of 
Transportation (DDOT) recently completed a Traffic Safety Review of Wisconsin Avenue 
between River Road NW and the Whole Foods Driveway/Best Buy Entrance (the 2015 Review); 
and  
 
WHEREAS, as evidenced by its Resolution dated February 13, 2013, ANC3E has consistently and 
repeatedly urged DDOT to do everything in its power to reduce conflicts between pedestrians 
and vehicles along Wisconsin Avenue NW; and 
 
WHEREAS, the 2015 Review documents that the overwhelming majority of the improvements 
recommended in DDOT’s own pedestrian safety studies over the last ten years have not been 
implemented. Specifically, only two of the seven recommendations made in the 2005 
Wisconsin Avenue Corridor Transportation Study and only two of the twelve recommendations 
made in the 2009 District of Columbia Pedestrian Master Plan have been implemented; and  
 
WHEREAS, while DDOT’s work on the 2015 Review is sincerely appreciated, the Review is 
flawed because it does not measure or take account of the size and make-up of pedestrian 
traffic in the Study Area, especially the preponderance of vulnerable children, young adults and 
senior citizens, along a heavily-traveled arterial road; and 
 
WHEREAS, as a result of the 2015 Review, DDOT recommends making a number of short-term 
changes which are likely to make a modest contribution to pedestrian safety in the Study Area 
including the following:  
 

1. Stripe high-visibility ladder crosswalks at the intersection of Wisconsin Avenue, 
NW and River Road, NW; 

2. Install a “Pedestrian Ahead” sign to warn traffic southbound on Wisconsin 
Avenue of the crosswalk at the intersection of Wisconsin Avenue and the Whole 
Foods driveway and a “Be Prepared to Stop After Turn” sign on River Road, NW to 
warn drivers turning onto southbound Wisconsin Avenue of the same signal; and 

3. Paint both a “Walking Man” and a “Look” sign on the sidewalk across two 
driveways; the first being the Whole Foods driveway and the second the CVS 
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driveway; and 

WHEREAS, one of the proposed improvements, namely, placing “Stop Here On Red” and “No 
Right Turn on Red” signs on the Whole Foods driveway for the benefit of drivers exiting the 
Whole Foods garage, is likely to be confusing and ineffective inasmuch as there are already 
several signs in that location and additional signs will result in “information overload” for 
drivers; and  

 

WHEREAS, numerous other pedestrian safety measures identified in the 2015 Review are 
deferred on the ground that they require cooperation of property owners and/or further 
study; and 

 
WHEREAS, the 2015 Review does not discuss or recommend several other changes likely to 
significantly improve pedestrian safety in the Study Area. Those include: 

1. Placing the mid-block signal on an arm above the southbound travel lanes of Wisconsin 
Avenue NW in order to make the traffic signal more visible to drivers; 

2. Installing differential paving and a pedestrian signal at the Whole Foods driveway; and 
3. Prohibiting right turns on a red signal at the Whole Foods driveway for vehicles traveling 

northbound on Wisconsin Avenue NW. 

 

WHEREAS, DDOT is currently partnering with WMATA on Phase 2 of the Tenleytown-AU 

Metrorail Access Improvement Study which gives DDOT and WMATA a promising opportunity 
to make pedestrian safety a top priority and implement many of the pedestrian safety 
improvements recommended in earlier studies and in the 2015 Review; and 
 
WHEREAS, pedestrians continue to be at risk of life and limb along Wisconsin Avenue as 
evidenced most recently by the deaths of two pedestrians killed in June along Wisconsin 
Avenue NW. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, in recognition of these considerations, ANC 3E adopts the following 
resolution:  
 
RESOLVED, ANC 3E urges DDOT to reopen the 2015 Review and to collect and take account of 
data about the numbers and make-up of pedestrian traffic in the Study Area in its pedestrian 
safety activities.  
 
FURTHER RESOLVED, ANC3E urges DDOT to complete the following pedestrian safety 
improvements no later than August 31, 2015:  

1. Stripe high-visibility ladder crosswalks at the intersection of Wisconsin Avenue, 
NW and River Road, NW; 

2. Install a “Pedestrian Ahead” sign to warn traffic southbound on Wisconsin 
Avenue of the crosswalk at the intersection of Wisconsin Avenue and the Whole 
Foods driveway and a “Be Prepared to Stop After Turn” sign on River Road, NW to warn 
drivers turning onto southbound Wisconsin Avenue of the same signal; and 
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3. Paint both a “Walking Man” and a “Look” sign on the sidewalk across two 
driveways; the first at the intersections of Wisconsin Avenue and the Whole 
Foods driveway and the second at the CVS driveway. 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED, ANC3E urges DDOT not to implement its proposal to place “Stop Here 
On Red” and “No Right Turn on Red” signs on the Whole Foods driveway and instead work  
with property owners and ANC3E to develop a more effective solution. 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED, ANC 3E urges DDOT to make the following improvements in the next 
twelve months: 
 

1. Placing the mid-block signal located near the Best Buy entrance on an arm above the 
southbound travel lanes of Wisconsin Avenue NW in order to make the traffic signal 
more visible to drivers; 

2. Installing differential paving and a pedestrian signal at the Whole Foods driveway; and 
3. Prohibiting right turns on a red signal at the Whole Foods driveway for vehicles traveling 

northbound on Wisconsin Avenue NW. 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED, ANC3E invites DDOT to work with ANC3E in convening a meeting with 
property owners in the Study Area to obtain their input and cooperation in implementing the 
pedestrian safety measures. 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED, ANC3E urges DDOT to use its best efforts, in collaboration with WMATA, 
to take advantage of the promising opportunity presented by the Tenleytown-AU Metrorail 
Access Improvement Study to implement the badly-needed and long-overdue pedestrian safety 
improvements recommended for the Study Area in the 2005 Wisconsin Avenue Corridor 
Transportation Study and the 2009 District of Columbia Pedestrian Master Plan. 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED, that Commissioners Wallace and Quinn be authorized to speak on behalf 
of the ANC at any meetings on this topic.   
 
ANC3E approved this resolution by a vote of 5-0-0 at a properly noticed meeting held on July 9, 
2015, with Commissioners Bender, Hall, McHugh, Quinn, , and Wallace present and voting. 

 

 

ANC 3E 
 
 
 
 
 
By Jonathan Bender, Chairperson  
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