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RESOLUTION SEEKING RESTORATION OF PUBLIC SPACE AMENITIES FOR TENLEY VIEW 

 
WHEREAS:  
 

1. The Tenley View project Douglas Development (“Douglas”) plans to build at 4600 
Wisconsin Avenue project sits at a key corner, one that should be a hub of street activity in our 
neighborhood, but which has lain fallow for many years. 

2. ANC 3E believes the project should – and can -- serve a catalytic role in revitalizing the 
business district along Wisconsin Avenue in ANC 3E’s boundaries. 

3. The project will be built pursuant to a Planned Unit Development (PUD) order. 

4. The PUD arose out of many months of negotiation between the ANC and Douglas, as 
well as presentations and debate at numerous ANC and Zoning Commission meetings. 

5. The Zoning Commission’s order on the project incorporates several specific streetscape 
improvements which the ANC, as community representatives, and the Zoning Commission, deemed 
material aspects of the project. 

6. DDOT and other pertinent DC agencies reviewed Douglas’ PUD application, and DDOT 
testified to the Zoning Commission in support of the PUD. 

7. ANC 3E believes that the PUD should set a floor for amenities.   

8. The ANC believes that three changes PSC has asked for to the streetscape 
improvements promised in the PUD are adverse, and would thus deprive the community of some of the 
benefit of the social bargain embodied in the PUD order. 

9. First, PSC seeks to preserve several trees that Douglas would like to replace.  Although 
we believe preservation and, indeed, expansion of the tree canopy in DC is vital, we likewise believe that 
restrictions on removing the trees at issue would be misguided.  Douglas proposes to plant more trees 
than it would remove.  Moreover, the new tree species would match, and they and their configuration 
would, we believe, be more aesthetic than the current trees.  Thus we believe the net environmental 
and aesthetic effect of Douglas’ plan, as embodied in the PUD order, would be better for the community 
than preserving the current trees. 

10. Second, PSC does not want Douglas to install special, high-grade pavers in certain areas 
around the project.  We believe that the high-grade pavers, which again are incorporated in the PUD 
order, are important to activating the street and sidewalk around the building.  Douglas tells us that PSC 
is concerned about the costs of maintaining the special pavers but, at the ANC’s request, Douglas has 
agreed to create a maintenance fund that will ensure the pavers can be maintained in perpetuity.  The 
pavers would therefore confer significant public benefits without offsetting public maintenance costs. 

11. Finally, PSC seeks a reduction in seating in public space.  Again, we believe the seating, 
with slight improvements Douglas has offered, constitutes a net benefit to the public, and, again, can 
play a special role in activating the street near the project.  
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

1. ANC 3E respectfully urges the PSC to permit Douglas to proceed with the streetscape 
proposals outlined in paragraphs 9 to 11 above.  Although the ANC does not oppose the instant 
application should PSC reject this request, the ANC believes strongly that such a result would deprive 
the community of substantial benefits to which it is entitled under the PUD. 

The resolution passed by a vote of 5-0-0 at a properly noticed meeting held on January 15, 2014, at 
which a quorum was present, with Commissioners Bender, Frumin, Quinn, Serebin, and Tinker in 
attendance. 

 
 
 
ANC 3E 
 
 
 
__________________ 
by Jonathan Bender 
Chairperson 
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